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1 am writing to fully suppeort Senate Rill no. 789, which provides the
Michigan Department of Community Health authority to temporarily
Schedule substances that are an imminent danger to health. As the
director of the Children's Hospital of Michigan Regilonal pcison Center,
we have been monitoring an alarming trend cf increased hespital visits
related to emerging designer drugs, labeled not for human consumption,
but sold with intent to abuse. We have received calls about 187
patients treated in the hospital from abuse of products lakeled as hath
salts, or nevelty items, and which contain synthetic cathinones. wo o f
“bose vatients died. Ingredients were documented a3 MLEPV in ore case
A mAtty ene/banylione in o an_other. We have analyzed a varjiety ut thesa
PEOTNTLS sred teund oA Lattern of charnging lngredients cver time, and
Teomhen ot mnadrin e ingredianre i BLAR proaucts. Most ot bhose row
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Ne nave aluwo been moniteoring products seid asg incense or petpourri,
which others have anaiyzed and fteund to contain aynthetic cannabinoids.
Ne are currently in process of analyzing incense products sold in
Stores, and are finding that so far, all ingredients are syntheatic
cannabinoids that are not covered under current state or federal
regulaticns. Our recent analysis of the incense cases found that most
patients were teenagers, and 18% had concurrent inhalant akuse with
“tmputer dust products, There were 159 heospitalized exposures in 2011,
ald already 99 ir, the tirst two menths of 2012 to these preducts, with
tle in children less than 19 vears of age, Mearly 60% of these
"XPCsures resalied in mederste {prolznged furicity) or madicr natcomes
'1it€~tuz~aLeninq). Therse is one deuth g, 4 18 year old, wne diod ot
nshct wound possibly related = Lisarre rehavicr irduced Ly incens -,

Cecpite the poiscn centery’ sBility to wir< with rhe health deparrme,s
wtticient,y ana syr vital role as a sentinel ot #merying abusad
wE8Tances, the ~urrent lack of
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“dhete rapldly changing ingredierts as rentrolled, and has resalted
b widespraad harm, particularly ro yeung adults, in the s-are c:
Yatigan. i be_ieve that Senate
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